
December 1, 2019:  First Sunday of Advent 

 

Dear people of the Cathedral parish, 

 

 The season of Advent lasts 24 days this year.  In the next 3 ½ weeks, we are 

preparing for the Christmas season (December 25, 2019 to January 12, 2020).  One 

of the most spiritual ways to prepare is availing oneself for the Sacrament of 

Penance.  While Lent is the penitential season, Advent is a season of anticipation.  

Yet, how better to anticipate the Lord’s Nativity than being open to all the graces 

of our Lord!  Confessions are available (almost) every day of the year at the 

Cathedral.  There are opportunities for confession in local parishes this month.  

Check the weekly bulletin, the bulletin boards and website. 

 

 This afternoon, there will be our first Advent vespers at 4:00pm.  This is not 

another Mass.  However, it is the official prayer of the Church.  Sometimes called 

evening prayer, the vespers follow the monastic observance of praying the psalms 

each day in community.  The decorations for Advent are simple but lend to the 

solemn anticipation of Christmas.  I will preach briefly at each vesper, different 

from the Mass homily.  Tonight, I will focus on the Saints of Advent.   Next week, 

I will preach on the role of Mary.  On the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudate or 

Rejoice Sunday), we rejoice that Christmas is almost here.  At the vespers on the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 22), I will reflect on the “O” Antiphons and 

how these contributed to the final days of Advent.  I will be available for 

confession after each vesper service.  On December 22, there will be visiting 

priests for confessions.  The last chance for confessions before Christmas will be 

Monday, December 23.  

 

 There is a special collection on December 8 for the Religious Retirement 

Fund.  Please consider support above and beyond your regular Sunday 

contribution.  The ushers will not pass the basket a second time.  Please use the 

special envelope for this collection.  Your contribution is appreciated to support 

religious priests, brothers and sister in retirement.  (This is separate from the 

diocesan collection, which support our own diocesan retired priests.)  

 

 May these days of Advent lead us on a journey to Christmas joy. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Very Rev. Robert F. Creagan, Rector 


